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What happens to a child when bonding is disrupted? How can bonding be defined objectively and

offered in court in a verifiable and evidentiary way? Here is a manual about how to find the best

permanent homes for foster children within one year or less. This is a must book for attorneys,

judges, caseworkers, therapists, and foster/adopt parents. Considerable research is provided to

show the dire consequences that occur when bonding is ignored. Foster children are significantly

more apt to experience incarceration, and to suffer from mental illness and homelessness as adults.

To prevent this, a blueprint for action is suggested, from a consideration of the relevant laws and

policies, through the gathering of information, to the effective presentation of the case in court.
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The connection between parents and children is undeniable, but whose interests are more

important? When children enter foster care this question is often difficult to answer, but authors

James Kenny, Ph.D., and Lori Groves, MMFT, have created a guidebook to answer that question,

as well as many others in their new book, "Bonding and the Case for Permanence."With a whole

chapter dedicated to defining bonding, the duo map out a guide for professionals to follow as they

create a case plan for children. From caseworkers and judges to foster parents and Court Appointed

Special Advocates, a path that emphasizes the child's needs for permanence is clear. With

statistical evidence supporting the importance of permanence for children, the authors also promote

the use of the Adoption and Safe Families Act.Throughout the book, the authors identify problems

that exist within the child welfare system while providing a clear step-by-step process to correct the



errors in the system to guide the most important element: children. This is an interesting book

because it is extremely technical in nature, which might turn many readers away. However, the

format in which it has been written makes it easy to understand and use.In my opinion, this book

should be on the shelves of any caseworkers, attorneys or judges who make decisions on behalf of

children. The clear message in the book would provide these professionals with a manual to follow

while making difficult decisions about children, their families and their futures. With several

appendices at the end of the book, it provides easy-to-use worksheets that can help parents as they

attempt to adopt children from the foster care system.
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